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December 2018 

Journey to the Stable 



12/2/18 - First Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/8/18 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 Masses Fri. (12/7)   5:30 pm 
    Sat. (12/8)  10:00 am 
 
12/9/18 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/12/18 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Mass  Wed.  8:30 am 
 
12/16/18 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/17/18 - Parish Reconciliation Service 
   Mon. 7:00 pm 
 
12/23/18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/24/18 - Vigil of Christmas 
 Masses Mon.   4:00 pm Church (Children’s Mass) 
       6:00 pm Church 
       9:00 pm Church 
 
 

Advent & Christmas Season Calendar 
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12/25/18 - Christmas Day 
 Masses Tue.  10:00 am Church 
 
12/30/18 - Feast of the Holy Family 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/1/19 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
 Masses Mon.(12/31) 5:30 pm 
    Tue.(1/1)  10:00 am 
 
1/6/19 - Feast of the Epiphany 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/13/19 - Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
 
 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule 
 Tue.  5:30 pm  
 Wed.  8:30 am 
 Thu.  5:30 pm 
 Fri.   8:30 am 
 
Confession Times 
 Tue.  5:00 pm 
 Sat.  4:00 pm 
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Journey to the Stable 
The Annunciation of the Birth of John the Baptist 
The Evangelist Luke starts his story of the birth of Jesus with Zechariah, an elderly 
Jewish priest, and his aged wife Elizabeth who are childless. While Zechariah is at 
prayer in the Temple, an angel appears to him announcing he will have a child. The 
structure of the story follows the pattern of birth announcements in the Old Testament. 
First, an angel (or God) appears; then the recipient is both troubled and fearful; assur-
ance is given and the birth is announced; the recipient raises an objection; a confirm-
ing sign is given.  The angel proclaims to Zechariah that Elizabeth will have a son and 
he is to name him John which means “God has shown favor.”  Zechariah’s reaction is 
doubt, he asks Gabriel: “How will I know that this is so?” (1:18). This objection echoes 
that of the incredulous Abraham when he was told Sarah would have a child. Zechari-
ah is concerned with human problems and he wants a proof, while Gabriel focuses on 
the power of God. Because of his incredulity Zechariah is rendered mute for a while.  
When Elizabeth becomes with child she immediately recognizes what God has done 
for her, in contrast to her husband. The Gospel of Luke poignantly portrays this preg-
nant old woman and mute old man as models of those who trust in God. Elizabeth’s 
barren womb will give birth to God’s prophet; Zechariah’s mute tongue will be untied to 
issue forth in praise to God.  God is continuing his work in the conception of John the 
Baptist. 
 
The Annunciation of the Birth of Jesus 
The same divine messenger, Gabriel, appears again, with the setting moving from the 
liturgical and priestly functionality of the Temple in Jerusalem to the small village of 
Nazareth in Galilee.  There is a shift from the elderly and barren Elizabeth and Zecha-
riah to the youthful Mary and Joseph. God’s actions in their lives will be radically new.  
In contrast to God’s previous interventions recorded in the Old Testament, Jesus was 
to be conceived as a divine action.   
Mary is the recipient of God’s revelation and she is blessed because God has chosen 
her for God’s saving plan.  No matter what obstacles Mary faces, God’s indwelling in 
her will be realized.  Mary is confused by what the angel says and expresses wonder 
at something that is humanly impossible.  Mary’s response: “let it be with me according 
to your word” (v.38) flows from both her trusting faith and forthright obedience to God’s 
activity in her life.  God’s overshadowing presence fills her womb.  Mary thus becomes 
a tabernacle of God’s presence dwelling with God’s people. She is the new Ark of the 
Covenant in whose womb dwells Jesus the incarnate presence of God. 
The angel provides Mary with a sign to confirm her own pregnancy by telling her that 
Elizabeth, her relative, is pregnant: “For nothing will be impossible with God” (v.37).  
She cooperates with God as faithfully as her son does.  Luke portrays the annunciation 
to Mary as a faith event. Dramatically, this poor unconventional peasant woman’s free 
and autonomous answer to God opens a new chapter in the relationship of God with 
the world. It is Mary’s leap of faith that makes possible God’s entrance into the world, 
in the sense that hence forth God will be at home in the flesh of humans. Mary’s call by 
and response to God is the dynamic of everyone’s vocation through the ages. For 
Luke, then, Mary is the model disciple for all to follow. 
 
Mary’s Visit with Elizabeth 
The two women, Elizabeth and Mary, represent the meeting of the old (Elizabeth) and 
new covenant (Mary). One will have a son who is the last great prophetic figure of 
ancient Israel; the other will have a son who is the savior of humankind.  The arrival of 
the as yet unborn Jesus and his mother fills Elizabeth with the Holy Spirit just as Mary 
had been at the annunciation.  The action of John moving in Elizabeth’s womb foretells 
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of the relationship between John and Jesus in adulthood.  This is followed by Mary’s 
great hymn prayer, called the Magnificat in the Western Church.  In it she praises God 
for reversing the conditions of the proud and mighty and raises up the needy and the 
poor.  Mary recognizes God as her “savior”, calling herself the “servant” (“handmaid”) 
of the Lord.  The advent of Jesus the savior is a new expression of God’s might, holi-
ness, and mercy known from of old.  The “lowly” yet “blessed” Mary becomes an em-
blem of God’s saving work. God will bypass those at the center of power in favor of the 
marginalized and lowly.  Mary stayed in the house of Zechariah for three months and 
returned to Nazareth. 
 
The Birth of John the Baptist 
As readers we have been left in suspense concerning the fate of Zechariah, left dumb 
until the baby was to arrive.  When Elizabeth gives birth, her neighbors and relatives 
share her joy (v. 58) and interpret it as an example of God showing mercy to the elder-
ly couple by blessing them with a child. 
Concentrating on the major players---Elizabeth, Zechariah, and John---it is easy to 
miss the role played by this unnamed group of surrounding relatives. They rejoice with 
Elizabeth, but otherwise know nothing of the deeper significance of the birth. When the 
question of the name for the child arises, they take charge of the situation. They want 
to follow convention and name the child “Zechariah” after his father. 
Elizabeth, the mother, seems to have little say in the matter and has a struggle on her 
hands when she resists, insisting that the child be called “John,” as the angel com-
manded.  Zechariah breaks the deadlock with the authoritative written declaration, “His 
name is John” - a name that speaks of God’s favor, and Zechariah’s voice is immedi-
ately restored. The earlier general rejoicing at John’s birth now changes to 
“amazement” and to wonder: “What then will this child become?” 
 
The Birth of Jesus 
The crucial moment of Jesus’ birth arrives and he was wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and laid in a manger.  Emphasizing Jesus’ coming to the poorest of humankind, Jesus 
was born in a place where animals were kept.  The shepherds, who were considered 
one notch above criminals, are apt symbols for those who were to become Christ’s 
followers. It is they who know their “master’s crib” (manger). It is highly symbolic that 
Jesus, the Lord and Savior does not dwell in a place of lodging but comes as spiritual 
food for his people housed in a manger—a feeding trough. 
Luke’s point being that in spite of the humble surroundings, the child in the manger, is 
wrapped like a king, a sign of a royal and Davidic messiah.  Mary’s care for Jesus at 
his birth foreshadows the care shown for Jesus at his death. As Mary wrapped Jesus 
in bands of cloth and laid him in the hollow rock of the manger (in biblical times man-
gers were made out of stone), Joseph of Arimathea wrapped the body of Jesus in a 
linen cloth and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb (Luke 23:53). The angels proclaimed to the 
shepherds that the wrapped infant was a sign of the good news (Luke 2:12). Similarly, 
at the empty tomb, angels proclaimed the good news that Christ is raised. 
Mary is presented as the ideal disciple. She is the first to respond to God’s activity in 
her life, even though she does not completely understand it. Mary did not understand 
what Jesus said about directing his life to the Father. Though she was unable to fully 
understand the implications of Jesus’ identity and ministry, she accepted them. Her 
actions are those of a faithful disciple open to the activity of God in her life regardless 
of her ability to comprehend it. 
 
Conclusion 
Luke’s infancy narrative is permeated with joy.  Luke is teaching all of his readers how 
to wait for the Lord with joy, how to welcome his arrival with joy, and how to have joyful 
hearts so as to receive the gift of salvation who is Jesus. 
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The following is a partial compilation of a variety 
of resources.  To access these, go to this page on 
our website:  http://www.smlj.org/advent  
 
 
 
 
 
Advent Brochure—(This publication)  (Online & brochure) 
 
Advent Wreath—From our St. Michael’s website (www.smlj.org), this 
resource will help you understand the Advent wreath, ways to build one 
in your home, and how to celebrate the devotion.  (Online & brochure) 
 
Jesse Tree—From our St. Michael’s website (www.smlj.org), this re-
source will help you understand the Jesse tree, ways of assembling one 
in your home, detailed information on the symbols, and how to cele-
brate the devotion.  (Online & brochure) 
 
“O” Antiphons—From our St. Michael’s website (www.smlj.org), this 
resource will help you understand the “O” Antiphons, which are prayed 
in the seven days preceding Christmas.  (Online & brochure) 
 
Best Advent Ever—Receive a daily e-mail from Dynamic Catholic 
(Matthew Kelly) containing short inspirational videos, practical tips, and 
more.  (Online) 
 
Daily Advent Reflections—Sign up for daily e-mails each day of Ad-
vent by Bishop Robert Barron.  (Online) 
 
Advent Videos—View a half dozen informative videos about the Ad-
vent season.  (Online) 
 
The Pray More Advent Retreat—Register free for inspiring talks to 
help you prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  In-
cludes video presentations with transcripts and reflective study guides.  
(Online) 

Advent Resources 
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 We develop our sense of identity, pur-
pose, security and belonging largely from our 
families and often through a family tree.  Je-
sus also has a family tree, which is called a 
Jesse Tree.  This tradition is based on the 
prophet Isaiah, who said, “a shoot shall come 
out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots.” 
 In the Advent tradition of the Jesse tree 
we trace Jesus’ family history and learn about 
the love of God for us as revealed through 
real-life ancestors of Jesus.  A Jesse Tree is 

decorated with symbols which mark the journey from the birth of man 
to the birth of Christ and represent the ancestral characters and major 
events depicted in the bible. 
 Again this Advent, the parish of St. Michael is encouraging our 
faithful to adopt the devotion of the Jesse Tree.  Symbols and booklets 
are available for purchase from the Knights of Columbus in the hall.  
For more information, go to:  www.smlj.org/jesse-tree  

The Advent Wreath 
 The Advent wreath is part of our long-
standing Catholic tradition. By the Middle 
Ages, Christians were using Advent 
wreathes as part of their spiritual preparation 
for Christmas, both in churches and in 
homes. 
 Again this Advent, the parish of St. Mi-
chael is encouraging our faithful to adopt the 
devotion of the Advent Wreath.  Advent 
wreaths and candles are available for pur-
chase from the Knights of Columbus in the hall.   
 For more information about the Advent Wreath and how to cele-
brate this Advent devotion in your home, pick up a copy of the Advent 
Wreath brochure or go to our St. Michael’s website at:   
www.smlj.org/advent-wreath . 

The Jesse Tree 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Sunday, December 2, 2018 
A Season of Waiting 

 
Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2; Luke 21:25–28, 34–36.  
 

Many good things require waiting and planning: a wedding celebration, 
the birth or adoption of a baby, running a marathon. For such events, 
we enter into a mode in which much attention is focused on the prepa-
ration, even while the obligations of our daily life continue. 
This kind of preparation is needed to have a good Advent. It may be 
hard to imagine even more preparation when already there are presents 
to be bought and wrapped, a tree and lights to be put up, cookies to be 
baked, and cards to be written.  
Preparing for Advent is not hard work; it is a work of the heart. There 
are many ways to prepare our hearts—attending daily Mass, reading and 
reflecting on each day’s readings, praying Morning and Evening Prayer, 
praying the Rosary, and meditating in silence for fifteen minutes each 
day. 
The work of the heart we choose keeps our eyes fixed on the miracle 
that in God’s plan, he spoke his Word and the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. Jesus is the Word expressed in flesh and blood, to 
allow us to draw closer to the God of infinite mystery. Jesus gives his 
very flesh and blood to us—once in history on Calvary, and for all time 
in the Eucharist.  
While we await his return, we have good reason to “stand erect and 
raise [our] heads,” as today’s Gospel counsels. We cannot become too 
fatigued or too anxious to remember that “[our] redemption is at 
hand.” 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Sunday, December 9, 2018 
The Salvation of our God 

 
Today’s Readings: Baruch 5:1–9; Psalm 126:1–2, 2–3, 4–5, 6; Philippians 1:4–6, 8–11; Luke 
3:1–6 .  
 

While kings and priests go about their important work, something is 
happening in the desert. “The word of God” comes to John, whose 
birth was surrounded by such marvelous events that people had asked, 
“What, then, will this child be?” (Luke 1:66). John, the fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy, is “a voice   .   .   .   crying out in the desert.” He has 
an urgent message for the people of his time: to prepare the way of the 
Lord. 
The Word of the Lord comes to us, too, when we take a rest from our 
work and withdraw to a place of silence. Try to spend ten minutes a 
day this week in silence, opening your heart to Jesus, making straight 
his paths by removing resentment, bitterness, vengeful thoughts, anger, 
greed, envy, and anything else that might block his path. His great de-
sire is to enter our hearts with the healing that he alone can bring.  
With the path cleared, Jesus will amaze us with what he can do. He will 
lower mountains and hills in our life that had seemed insurmountable, 
straighten winding roads that seem to be leading nowhere, and smooth 
rough ways that are difficult to navigate. 
As the love of Christ makes a home in our heart, it will begin to over-
flow to every person and situation in our life. We will be ready to cele-
brate Christmas with joy, knowing that it is but a foretaste of the joy we 
will know when Christ returns “and all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God.”  



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Sunday, December 16, 2018 
The Lord is Near 

 
Today’s Readings: Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Isaiah 12:2–3, 4, 5–6; Philippians 4:4–7; Luke 3:10
–18. 
 

The people who gather around John the Baptist are both stung by his 
words and attracted by what he is saying. Their self-interest and avarice 
have led them to dishonest practices, but now they seem willing to leave 
those ways behind to welcome the Christ. 
John assures them that, although he is not the Christ, another is coming 
who will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. The anticipation is build-
ing, and we can imagine their excitement as they await his coming. 
Excitement is building in the Church as we move through Advent. This 
Third Sunday of Advent is called “Gaudete,” a word that means 
“rejoice.” St. Paul tells us why: “the Lord is near.” We know, as John’s 
disciples only hoped, that the Lord has come and lived among us as 
one of us. That alone is cause for rejoicing. We also know that he died 
and was raised from the dead, and he shares his risen life with us 
through the Baptism promised by John. More reason to rejoice! But 
since God has extravagant love, there is more. Jesus has promised he 
will return, that there will be new heavens and a new earth, and God 
will be “all in all.” We wait for that day, the Parousia, rejoicing that the 
Lord is near. 
As you light the rose-colored candle on your Advent wreath this week, 
recall the day when you were baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
What words and signs help you to know that the Lord was near on that 
day and continues to be with you? How is your life different because of 
your Baptism? Are you on fire with love for God?  



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 14 



 15 

Sunday, December 23, 2018 
The Spirit Speaks through Elizabeth 

 
Today’s Readings: Micah 5:1–4a; Psalm 80:2–3, 15–16, 18–19; Hebrews 10:5–10; Luke 
1:39–45. 
 

When we meet Elizabeth in today’s Gospel, she is caught up in aston-
ishing events. She is carrying a child in her old age while her husband, 
Zechariah, has been rendered mute after questioning an angel who 
gave him a message that the child would be conceived. 
When her relative from Nazareth comes for a visit, Elizabeth grasps 
that something even greater is now happening. Her baby leaps in her 
womb; and Elizabeth, bursting with the Holy Spirit, knows at once the 
news that Mary has come to tell her. She is overwhelmed that her rela-
tive has been chosen to bring to birth the promised Messiah, and she 
recognizes God’s abundant blessing in both Mary and this child. 
Mary, who had shared the news from the angel Gabriel with Joseph 
alone, now hears Elizabeth’s words echoing the words of the angel. Ga-
briel had called Mary “favored one”; Elizabeth calls her “blessed 
among women.” The angel had said the child to be born would be 
“holy, the Son of God”; Elizabeth calls him “Lord” (Luke 1:35). 
Both Gabriel and Elizabeth echo Micah’s long-ago prophecy of the 
Messiah: “his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth: he shall be 
peace.” 
With Christmas nearly here, let us welcome Christ into our hearts with 
the same joy that Elizabeth did, and pledge to be instruments of his 
peace in our families and our world.  



Christmas Masses: 
12/24/18 - Vigil of Christmas (Monday) 

In the Church  -  4:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm 
12/25/18 - Christmas Day (Tuesday) -  

In the Church  -  10:00 am 
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