
Saint Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church 
Lake Jackson, Texas 

December 2018—January 2019 

Gift of God 



12/24/18 - Vigil of Christmas 
 Masses Mon.   4:00 pm Church (Children’s Mass) 
       6:00 pm Church 
       9:00 pm Church 
 
12/25/18 - Christmas Day 
 Masses  Tue.  10:00 am Church 
 
12/29/18 - Feast of the Holy Family 
 Masses  Sat.   5:30 pm 
     Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/1/19 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
 Vigil (12/31) Mon.   5:30 pm 
 Feast   Tue. 10:00 am 
 
1/6/19 - Feast of the Epiphany 
 Masses  Sat.   5:30 pm 
     Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/13/19 - Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
 Masses  Sat.   5:30 pm 
     Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule 
 Tue.  5:30 pm  
 Wed.  8:30 am 
 Thu.  5:30 pm 
 Fri.   8:30 am 
 
Confession Times 
 Tue.  5:00 pm 
 Sat.  4:00 pm 

Christmas Season Calendar 
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The Christmas Season 

The season of Advent, the period of joyful preparation and expectation 
for the coming of the Lord and his kingdom, gives way on the evening 
of December 24 to the Church’s celebration of the Christmas mystery. 
The Christmas season begins at dusk on December 24 and includes: 
The Nativity of Christ, the Feast of the Holy Family, the Feast of Mary, 
Mother of God, the Feast of Epiphany, and finally the Feast of the Bap-
tism of Our Lord. 
To many people who are asked what Christmas is about, we might hear 
“Christmas is about giving.”  We see the shopping season extended 
each year to an earlier and earlier date, now beginning even before 
Halloween.  The store hours grow longer and the inevitable countdown 
of the number of shopping days until Christmas is ever present in the 
media.  We now even see a trend of substituting “The Holidays” for the 
word “Christmas” in our increasingly secular society. 
In the hearts of the faithful, however, Christmas has been, is, and al-
ways will be, a celebration of the birth of the Savior.  It is a time we hold 
sacred because it is about the Lord whom we love.  In this feast of his 
Incarnation, we celebrate the mystery of God becoming man, so that 
human beings could share in the life of God. 
In this season, we retell some of our most cherished stories as a faith 
community.  The symbolism of this time is deep and rich with meaning.  
Jesus was laid in a manger, a food trough for animals; he becomes 
spiritual food for the whole world.  The three gifts of the Magi represent 
the kingship (gold), priesthood (frankincense), and the humanity (myrrh) 
of Christ.  Some say that the ox and the ass, present at his birth, could 
symbolize Jews and Gentiles alike at the trough of divine revelation.  
The Holy Family’s search for shelter is a metaphor for the question that 
we each must ask of ourselves: “Who will take Christ into their hearts 
and their homes and make him welcome?”  Some of our scriptural and 
musical texts not only are aglow about the baby Jesus, but also hint at 
the type of death that he would endure to redeem humankind. 
Like the song of peace that the angels sang to shepherds, we hear and 
should work to spread a message of peace to the whole world today.  
Herod slaughters the innocent first born of his day, and we grieve the 
senseless death of many due to hunger, disease, and war.  While the 
magi sought the truth by following a star, the Church seeks truth 
through its pursuit of the Word of God. 
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The Holy Innocents 

On December 28th, we celebrate the Feast 
of the Holy Innocents.  In 2018, this Feast 
falls on Friday of the Octave of Christmas. 
 
Jesus & Moses 
As is so often the case, New Testament 
stories connect to stories from the Old Tes-
tament.  Jesus is often referred to as the 
“new Moses”.  Moses led the chosen peo-
ple of God out of the slavery in Egypt.  Je-
sus freed the chosen people of God from the slavery of sin through his 
death on the cross and his Resurrection.  Both Moses and Jesus were 
foreseen as potential threats by the secular leaders of their time, result-
ing in efforts on their parts to kill them by slaughtering entire groups of 
innocent lives. 
 
The Slaughter of the Innocents in Egypt 
When the Israelites dwelled in Egypt, they were fruitful and prolific, be-
coming great in numbers.  Fearful of their growing presence, the Egyp-
tian leader oppressed them into slavery.  In order to prevent the Israel-
ites from being a threat to the Egyptians, Pharaoh ordered that all new-
born Hebrew males be slaughtered at birth.  The mother of Moses was 
able to hide him for three months before setting him adrift in the Nile 
River, to be found and taken in by the royal household.  Through God’s 
intervention, this man who would lead the chosen people to freedom 
was spared from the slaughter propagated by Pharaoh. 
 
The Slaughter of the Innocents in Bethlehem 
The slaughter of the innocents goes unrecorded in other historical ac-
counts of the period, but it unquestionably fits the personality of the evil 
and murderous King Herod.  After hearing reports of the birth of a new 
king, Herod first attempts to use the Magi to reveal Jesus’ location to 
him.  Failing that, he instead decided to slaughter all boys of less than 
two years of age in and around Bethlehem.  Joseph, having been 
warned in a dream, fled with Mary and Jesus to Egypt.  Once again 
through God’s intervention, His Son, who would save mankind, was 
spared the slaughter propagated by a murderous earthly leader. 
 
Our Remembrance of This Feast 
Our prayers can be for children who lose their lives through abortion, 
infanticide, neglect, abuse, and hunger.  We may take this opportunity 
to renew our commitment to combat abortion and capital punishment. 
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The Christmas Journey 
The Nativity 
Upon arriving in Bethlehem, the time came 
for Mary to deliver her child.  There being 
no room for them in the inn, Jesus was born 
in a stable and laid in a manger 

Angels & Shepherds     
At the birth of Jesus, a multitude of angels 
fill the skies with singing.  They rouse shep-
herds to come to Bethlehem and witness the 

fulfillment of God’s promise. 

The Magi 
After observing the Star, the wise men jour-
neyed to Bethlehem to find the baby Jesus.  
They honored Him with gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh, representing the royal, 
priestly, and human natures of Jesus. 

God Speaks to Joseph 
The angel of God speaks again to Joseph in a dream, 

telling him to take Mary and the baby Jesus away 
from Bethlehem to avoid the slaughter of babies by 

a jealous King Herod. 

The Journey to Egypt 
Joseph and Mary again journey, this time with 
Jesus, to stay in Egypt until the threat from the 
evil Herod is over. They later return to the city of 
Nazareth. 

Presentation in the Temple 
As prescribed by Mosaic law, Joseph and Mary bring 
the Baby Jesus to the Temple to present Him to God , 

the Most High.  Here, they encounter two holy per-
sons, Simeon and Anna, who recognize in Jesus the 

presence of the long-promised Savior. 
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Gift Of God 

O God, who sent angels to announce joyfully your Son’s birth. 
Help us to know deep joy on this day.  
Let us relax and enjoy your many gifts, sure that Christ is among 
us, and that we are saved.  
All our songs and good wishes welcome him into our midst.  
Make us a people confident of your goodness, 
who can say with assurance,  
“Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
let the field exult, and everything in it” (Psalm 96:11–12a). 
We ask this through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
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Tuesday, December 25, 2018 
Grace Upon Grace 

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 52:7–10; Psalm 98:1, 2–3, 3–4, 5–6; Hebrews 1:1–6;  
John 1:1–18 .  

 
Just like the overture to a Broadway musical sounds themes that will 
recur in later songs, the Prologue to John’s Gospel account (today’s 
Gospel reading) presents ideas that will be developed later. For exam-
ple, today we hear how God seeks out human beings, making them 
God’s own children. Always, God tries to change human darkness into 
stunning light.  
 Reflect for a moment on verse 16: “From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.” What are the special graces in our lives, 
spilling over from God’s fullness? No matter what worries us: scarcity 
or loss, unemployment or loneliness, illness or death, today we set 
them aside and rest in the fullness of God’s overflowing love. We focus 
on the wonder of God becoming human, uplifting us all to be brothers 
and sisters of Jesus. Isaiah expresses this good news: “the Lord has 
comforted his people, / he has redeemed Jerusalem” (52:9). In this 
case, Jerusalem stands for all of us: redeemed, graced, blessed, joyful.  
 On this day, we change the prayer space color from violet to white 
or gold, worship with our faith community, sing carols around the 
crèche, ring bells, enjoy decorations, laugh, tell stories, savor the feast, 
and relish Christmas cookies. Called also to hospitality, we welcome all 
guests as Christ. 
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A Call to Prayer 

 Good and gracious God, who filled Simeon with the Holy Spir-
it, we bless you for revealing to us the Light of your salvation.  Fill 
your family with grace and, like Mary and Joseph, may our love for 
you remain strong so that, filled with the light of faith, your family 
may grow in obedience to your Word. 
 Bless and protect all families who seek your embrace.  Open 
their eyes to see the glory of your Son.  You have promised the 
Church unity in faith and love; as you fulfilled your promises by 
being part of the Holy Family. 
 Be present in our midst and make us the instruments by which 
you heal the world.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE HOLY FAMILY 
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Sunday, December 30, 2018 
Honor Your Father and Mother 

Today’s Readings: 1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28; Psalm 84:2-3,5-6,9-10; 1 John 3:1-2,21-24; 
Luke 2:41-52 

 
 When we are young and first learning the Ten Commandments, 
one that hits home is the Fourth Commandment: “honor your father 
and mother.” As we grow older, we realize that this commandment is 
not just about children obeying parents, but that it applies to our lives as 
much or more when we are adults. 
 The Book of Sirach, a Wisdom book from the Hebrew Scriptures, 
describes the goodness that comes from following this command at all 
stages of one’s life. Sirach also defines what it means to honor: to care 
for, to be considerate, to be kind; and what it means not to honor: to 
revile or to be a cause of grief. 
 When Jesus’ parents find him in the temple, they have great anxie-
ty, but Jesus explains that he needs to be in his Father’s house. He has 
not stayed at the temple to dishonor Mary and Joseph, but rather to 
give honor to his Father. 
 Why is this commandment important? What would family life be 
like if children, including grown children, truly honored their parents at 
all times? Would we become less self-centered? Would elderly people 
experience less loneliness? What example would our children see?  
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Gentle and Loving 

 Loving God, who is revealed through the simple birth of your Son 
Jesus, in the gentle and loving touch of Mary and the secure and protect-
ing touch of Joseph, help us to know you this day. 
 May our lives find a home with you, and our families be secure un-
der your protection.  May the blessings of home, parents, family, and 
community be a spark of new life and profound love. 
 We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
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Tuesday, January 1, 2019 
Treasure and Ponder in Your Heart 

Today’s Readings: Numbers 6:22–27; Psalm 67:2–3, 5, 6, 8; Galatians 4:4–7;  
Luke 2:16–21. 

 
 Mary pondered the words of the shepherds in her heart. With Jo-
seph, she understood the message the angel announced as one of 
God’s love coming into the world. In every family, in every culture, the 
message of love in the birth of a child is a reflection of the greatest love 
of God joining our humanity as the infant Jesus. As St. Paul reminds us 
in his Letter to the Galatians, we are not just children of God — we are 
God’s heirs. 
 The readings today are a blessing as we begin to understand the 
depth of the love of God at the birth of Mary’s child. Mary shares Je-
sus’ birth with more than Joseph and the shepherds and others who 
drop by. Mary becomes our mother, too, as she accepts giving birth in 
a stable on the edge of town, and as she welcomes the curious onlook-
ers and the revelry of shepherds. As we reflect on our blessings, and 
treasure them in our hearts, may our celebrations in turn be a welcome 
to others to share in our joy. 
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A Light for All Nations 

God of light, on the first day of creation  
you filled the world with your light; 

you created humans in your image and likeness 
 and gave them this place of light for their home. 

But they chose darkness,  
so you sent prophets with the promise of a great Light. 

You gave us your Son, the Light of the World, a Light so radiant  
that all nations would be drawn to him for all ages, 
bringing gifts and offering praise. 

May we always walk by his light and never lose sight of him. 

May we bring him the best we have, a total offering of ourselves,  
as Jesus offered himself completely for us.   

We pray through his Most Holy Name. Amen.  

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
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Sunday, January 6, 2019 
A Revelation to the Gentiles 

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 60:1–6; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 10–11, 12–13; Ephesians 3:2–3a, 
5–6; Matthew 2:1–12. 

 

The message of Christ’s birth comes first to poor Jewish shepherds in the 
nearby countryside. They find Jesus just as the angel had said and return 
home praising and glorifying the Lord. Later, mysterious Magi from distant 
lands, following a star, come to see the newborn king to do him homage 
and give him precious gifts. 
This pattern of revelation—first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles—is 
repeated during Jesus’ lifetime and the early days of the Church. During 
his ministry, Jesus says, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel” (Matthew 15:24); but he heals others who have great faith. After his 
Resurrection, he tells the Apostles to “make disciples of all na-
tions” (Matthew 28:19a); but at first much of their time is spent preaching 
the Gospel to Jews. When Paul, a persecutor of Christians, meets Jesus on 
the road to Damascus, he becomes a zealous Apostle. Jesus calms the fears 
of a disciple who is afraid of Paul by reassuring him that Paul “is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before Gentiles, kings, and Israel-
ites” (Acts 9:15). With the tireless travels and preaching of Paul, and the 
eventual acceptance of the Gentiles by the other Apostles, the Church is 
established in communities far from Jerusalem. 
The visit of the Magi foreshadows the spread of Christianity to the entire 
world. The birth of Jesus is indeed “good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people” (Luke 2:10). 
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The Beloved Son 

Father God, you made known the Sonship of Jesus  
at the moment of his baptism and announced to all  
that you were pleased with him. 

Certain of your affirmation, and living in the power of the Spirit, 
Jesus would have the fervor to announce your kingdom: 
compassion to forgive sins, heal the sick, and raise the dead; 
and courage to face abandonment, betrayal, and death. 

Awaken us from our indifference to the total self-giving of Christ. 
Change our passivity to passion so we might have the fervor,  
compassion, and courage to follow in his footsteps. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
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Sunday, January 13, 2019 
Baptized and Sent Forth 

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 40:1–5,9-11; Psalm 29:1–2,3-4,9-10; Titus 2:11-
14;3:4-7; Luke 3:15-16,21-22. 

 
At Jesus’ birth, the sky fills with angels singing his glory and a star to 
guide kings from a far-off land to adore and bring him precious gifts. 
After those marvelous events, Jesus spends thirty years leading a quiet 
life in Nazareth. In God’s time, he comes on the scene while John is 
baptizing and insists that John baptize him. In that moment the Holy 
Trinity is revealed, as the Spirit of God descends on Jesus in the form 
of a dove, and the Father’s voice from heaven claims Jesus as his be-
loved Son. Blessed by the Father and filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus 
embarks on his public ministry. His mandate is to bring justice to the 
nations: to be “a light for the nations, / To open the eyes of the blind, / 
to bring out prisoners from confinement, / and from the dungeon, 
those who live in darkness.” 
At our Baptism, the Holy Trinity is present as God the Father frees us 
from sin and gives us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and we 
become a new creation clothed in Christ and enlightened by him. We 
are invited to participate in the very life of the Trinity! The rite of Bap-
tism gives us our mandate: to “walk always as a child of the light.” Talk 
with your family or a friend about what those words might mean for the 
baptized. What is the work of children of the light? Talk with God 
about what those words might mean in your life. What is the particular 
work to which God is calling you? 
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Season’s 

Blessings 


