
Saint Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church 
Lake Jackson, Texas 

December 2019 



12/1/19 - First Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/4/19 - Parish Reconciliation Service 
    Wed. 6:30 pm 
 
12/8/18 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/9/18 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 Mass  Mon. (12/9)  8:30 am 
 
12/12/18 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Mass  Thu.  8:30 am 
 
12/15/18 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/22/18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/24/18 - Vigil of Christmas 
 Masses Tue.   4:00 pm Church (Children’s Mass) 
       6:00 pm Church 
       9:00 pm Church 
 
 

Advent & Christmas Season Calendar 
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12/25/19 - Christmas Day 
 Mass Wed.  10:00 am Church 
 
12/29/19 - Feast of the Holy Family 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/1/20 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
 Masses Tue.(12/31) 5:30 pm 
    Wed.(1/1)  10:00 am 
 
1/5/20 - Feast of the Epiphany 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/12/20 - Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
 
 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule 
 Tue.  5:30 pm  
 Wed.  8:30 am 
 Thu.  5:30 pm 
 Fri.   8:30 am 
 
Confession Times 
 Tue.  5:00 pm 
 Sat.  4:00 pm 
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 Advent is the season that begins the liturgical year.  It consists 
of four Sundays starting with the Sunday closest to November 30th.  
The word advent is derived from the Latin adventus, which means 
"coming" or "arrival."  In the time of the Roman empire, the word 
adventus referred to the arrival of a person of dignity and great pow-
er -- a king, emperor, or even one of the gods.  For Christians, Ad-
vent is the time when the church patiently prepares for the coming of 
the King of Kings, Jesus Christ.  Advent occurs in the month of De-
cember and is usually considered to be a prelude to Christmas.   
 While the world around us is overwhelmed by the furious rush of 
shopping, decorations, parties, and other distractions, Christians 
pause during the season of Advent to contemplate the wonder of 
God's tremendous gift to His creation, Jesus Christ, God made man.  
We approach this time of year in much the same way as expectant 
parents approach the months before a child is born.  There are feel-
ings of exhilaration, uneasiness, longing, and awe as the day of arri-
val approaches.  Just as parents-to-be do everything they can to get 
ready and put things into good order, God's people prepare them-
selves at home and at church for the coming of the Lord. 
  Advent's four Sundays are thematically arranged to concentrate 
on different aspects of Christ's coming.  The first Sunday in Advent 
deals with our need to watch for the return of Christ at the end of 
time.  The only thing we can be certain of is that it will be a sur-
prise.  The second Sunday introduces the prophet, John the Baptist.  
He resembled Elijah, wearing prophet’s clothes and eating the food 
of the wilderness, and encouraging his people to “prepare the way 
of the Lord.”  The third Sunday focuses on the relationship between 
John the Baptist and Jesus.  The Gospels all are very careful to pre-
sent John as a forerunner of the Messiah and yet as subordinate to 
Him.  The final Sunday in Advent is a bridge to Christmas as we 
hear of the visit of the angel to Joseph in a dream.  The angel con-
firmed Mary’s pregnancy as “of God.,” and commanded Joseph to 
take Mary as his lawful wife.  Joseph was obedient and took her into 
his home.  Through his obedience, Joseph assure Jesus’ lineage 
from David and also saved the life of both Mary and the Baby Jesus. 
 During the Advent season, our readings describe several her-
alds, or forerunners, of the Messiah.  The first of these heralds is the 
prophet Isaiah, the herald of hope and expectation.  John the Baptist 
also appears as the herald of repentance and purification.  The 
Blessed Virgin Mary appears as the herald of joy and union with 
God. 

The Season of Advent 
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One of the most powerful traditions of 
the Advent and Christmas seasons lays 
in the beautiful nativity scenes erected 
both indoors and outdoors throughout 
the world. We first read about the birth 
of Christ in the Gospels of St. Luke and 
St. Matthew. They tell us about the 
manger, the shepherds and the three 
Wise Men. They gave us an opportunity 
to envision what it was like the day that 
Christ was born.  
 
According to tradition, Francis of Assisi 
began the practice of using mangers at 
Christmas time.  Sometimes called the 
Saint of the Incarnation, Francis be-
lieved that of all the ways God has re-
vealed his love, none is more total and 
tangible than the incarnation of his Son.  
So, it isn’t surprising that for the mid-
night Mass, Christmas 1223, in a cave 
in Greccio, Italy, Francis presented a 
living reenactment of the nativity scene.  
This visual and creative - and apparent-
ly first - commemoration of Christ’s birth 
has now become traditional additions to 
the environment of churches and Chris-
tian homes. 
 
The nativity scene in our church begins 
on the First Sunday of Advent with an 
empty stable and manger.  New figures 
will be added on Christmas Eve, when 
the Christ child will be placed in his 
manger.  Some churches participate in 
this activity by placing straw in the man-
ger as a symbol of good deeds done 
during Advent. 

The Nativity Scene 
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The following is a partial compilation of online resources.  To access 
these, go to:  http://www.smlj.org/advent-resources  

Advent Brochure—(This publication)  (Online & brochure) 

Advent Wreath—From our St. Michael’s website (www.smlj.org), this 
resource will help you understand the Advent wreath, ways to build 
one in your home, and how to celebrate the devotion.  (Online & 
brochure) 

Jesse Tree—From our St. Michael’s website (www.smlj.org), this re-
source will help you understand the Jesse tree, ways of assembling 
one in your home, detailed information on the symbols, and how to 
celebrate the devotion.  (Online & brochure) 

“O” Antiphons—From our St. Michael’s website (www.smlj.org), this 
resource will help you understand the “O” Antiphons, which are 
prayed in the seven days preceding Christmas.  (Online & bro-
chure) 

Best Advent Ever—Receive a daily e-mail from Dynamic Catholic 
(Matthew Kelly) containing short inspirational videos, practical tips, 
and more.  (Online) 

Daily Advent Reflections—Sign up for daily e-mails each day of Ad-
vent by Bishop Robert Barron.  (Online) 

Advent Videos—View a half dozen informative videos about the Ad-
vent season.  (Online) 

The Pray More Advent Retreat—Register free for inspiring talks to 
help you prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
Includes video presentations with transcripts and reflective study 
guides.  (Online) 

Advent Information 

Online Resources 

The Advents season is a special time, set aside by Mother Church, for 
us to prepare to celebrate the annual commemoration of the birth of 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  To guide and support us in this journey of 
preparation, the Advent Sundays and special devotions are available 
for our spiritual enrichment. 
Resources are available in the form of brochures and online web con-
tent.  Visit our parish website for more information: 
http://www.smlj.org/advent  
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 We develop our sense of identity, purpose, 
security and belonging largely from our families 
and often through a family tree.  Jesus also has a 
family tree, which is called a Jesse Tree.  In the 
Advent tradition of the Jesse tree we trace Jesus’ 
family history and learn about the love of God for 
us as revealed through real-life ancestors of Je-
sus.  A Jesse Tree is decorated with symbols 
which mark the journey from the birth of man to 

the birth of Christ and represent the ancestral characters and major 
events depicted in the bible. 
 For more information, go to:  www.smlj.org/jesse-tree  

The Advent Wreath 
 The Advent wreath is part of our long-
standing Catholic tradition. By the Middle Ages, 
Christians were using Advent wreathes as part 
of their spiritual preparation for Christmas, both 
in churches and in homes.   
 For more information about the Advent 
Wreath and how to celebrate this Advent devo-
tion in your home, pick up a copy of the Advent 
Wreath brochure or go to our parish website at:  
www.smlj.org/advent-wreath . 

The Jesse Tree 

“O” Antiphons 

The “O Antiphons” refer to the seven antiphons that are recited (or 
chanted) on each day of the special period of Advent preparation 
known as the Octave before Christmas.  This period runs from Dec. 17 
through Dec. 23. 
The importance of “O Antiphons” is twofold: Each one highlights a title 
for the Messiah and each one refers to a prophecy of Isaiah of the com-
ing of the Messiah.  
 For more information, go to:  www.smlj.org/o-antiphons  
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Path of Light 

Lord of our eternal day, you alone brighten our world. 
Sometimes we lose our way in the darkness, and sometimes 
we make the world a darker place. 
Alert us to the ways we drift into shadow. 
Illuminate our hearts and send forth your instruction, that we 
may follow your path of light and ascend your holy mountain. 
When darkness surrounds us, keep us radiant with hope,  
so that all will see and know that you are in our midst,  
you who alone are God. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 
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Sunday, December 1, 2019 
The Day is Coming 

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 2:1–5; Psalm 122:1–2, 3–4, 4–5, 6–7, 8–9; Romans 13:11–14; 
Matthew 24:37–44.  

 Our liturgical year both concludes and begins with readings on the 
end-times. As we enter the season of Advent, we are reminded that we 
are not only preparing to celebrate Christ’s birth, we are also preparing 
for his return. The First Reading fills us with hope for the Second 
Coming, for on that day everyone in the world will turn to God and 
there will be an end to conflicts and war. 
 Until Christ comes again, we must “walk in the light” and turn away 
from dark, destructive thoughts and deeds. When we live as holy, kind, 
and loving people, we show that we are ready for God’s kingdom, even 
though we continue doing everyday things such as working, eating, and 
sleeping. Our lives may not seem radically different from the lives of 
others, but God can tell the difference. 
 Jesus warns us of the danger of not getting ready. Disaster struck 
those who did not prepare for the flood. Disaster struck the master of 
the house who slept through the swift and sudden arrival—and depar-
ture—of the thief. Disaster struck those who were left behind; they were 
excluded from God’s kingdom. 
 Today we light the first candle of our Advent wreaths. Before you 
do, sit in darkness. Name whatever evils confront you as you prepare 
for Christ’s return. Then light the candle, and pray for God to expel 
darkness from you and our world. Rejoice that Christ has already come 
to lead you into the light of his eternal day. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800.  Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Scripture quotations from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019. 
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Fruition 

Holy Lord, 

from your Chosen People came a royal descendant, a righteous ruler,  

a Savior filled with your Spirit. 

In him you reveal your perfect and powerful love, a love that  

encompasses all people. 

Through your Son, you liberate the world from hatred, injustice, and 

violence, so that all creation may know true harmony and lasting peace. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit,  

grant us wisdom, strength, patience and mercy. 

Grant us the gifts we need to bear good fruit and to be signs that your 

kingdom has begun.   

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 
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Sunday, December 8, 2019 
Busy Waiting 

 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 11:1–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 12–13, 17; Romans 15:4–9; 
Matthew 3:1–12.   

 John the Baptist warned people to change their lives or be exclud-
ed from God’s kingdom. His water ritual was a way for people to show 
that they believed him, but it wasn’t the only sign they were to give. 
When some Jewish religious leaders said they wanted to be baptized, 
John demanded that they prove it. These leaders thought that, simply 
because they were Jewish, God would include them in his kingdom. 
 We cannot claim that our Christian Baptism guarantees us a place 
in God’s kingdom, either. In the Second Reading, St. Paul makes it 
clear that although God has extended salvation to all, both Jews and 
Gentiles must treat one another with patience, mercy, and love. Every-
one who wants to live in a world without violence or pain, danger or 
devastation, must surrender to God’s Spirit, just as Jesus did. 
 Sometimes we think of Advent as a season of waiting for God, but 
John the Baptist reminds us that God is waiting for us, too. God waits 
for us to blossom into holiness, to spring up with deeds of love. If we 
don’t get busy preparing for God’s arrival, “the ax lies at the root of the 
trees.” But if we demonstrate our sincere desire to turn toward the 
Lord, we become signs for others to follow. And then, with Christ in 
our midst, “the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the Lord” and 
God’s kingdom “shall be glorious.” 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800.  Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Scripture quotations from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019. 
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Loving God, 

all that was broken, you bind up, all that was lost, you restore. 

We rejoice that you have come to save us, but sometimes we weaken 

and lose heart. 

When we grow tired, give us your strength. 

When we grow fearful and uncertain, give us your resolve. 

When we forget you in times of pain and sorrow, inspire us anew with 

your love and consolation. 

Heal all that ails our hearts so that we may walk with unwavering faith 

into the everlasting joy of your kingdom. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 

Lasting Joy 
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Sunday, December 15, 2019 
Come What May 

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10; Psalm 146:6–7, 8–9, 9–10; James 5:7–10; Mat-
thew 11:2–11 . . 

 On this Gaudete Sunday, we rejoice that we will soon celebrate the 
Incarnation. Our excitement increases as schools let out, Christmas 
parties begin, and stores ramp up their bargains. With so much going 
on, the joy of Christmas might feel effortless, but our readings remind 
us that true joy comes from commitment and perseverance. 
 St. James urges us to be patient and steadfast in our faith despite 
whatever unkindness or injustice assails us. It is easy to be joyful when 
things are going well; it shows true faith to remain uplifted when life 
gets hard. The prophet Isaiah knows this, too. He prophesied that God 
would bring back those who were forced to leave their homes because 
of war. Any who wish to share in this glorious future, however, must 
remain strong and steadfast for the long journey home. 
 For John the Baptist and others, remaining steadfast in joyful hope 
meant accepting that God’s plan of salvation was unfolding differently 
than they thought it would. Although Jesus revealed God’s compassion, 
in other ways he was not the messiah they wanted. Some people were 
even offended by Jesus. It took effort for people to set aside their ex-
pectations and receive Jesus with joy. 
 This Sunday we ask ourselves what could steal our joy away, and 
we recommit ourselves to being strong, patient, and steadfast in faith, 
come what may. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800.  Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Scripture quotations from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019. 
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Be With Us 

Emmanuel, 

soon we will celebrate your birth, the day God came crying and laugh-

ing, a child in our midst. 

On this day we celebrate that you are with us, you have always been 

with us, and you want all people to be with you. 

Help us entrust our lives to you, to belong to you alone. 

Be with us as we answer your call to be humble and holy. 

Keep us as your brothers and sisters, as children of your Father, no 

matter how often we step away from you. 

Stay always by our side so that we will be with you  

forever in your kingdom. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 
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Sunday, December 22, 2019 
Fulfillment 

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 7:10–14; Psalm 24:1–2, 3–4, 5–6 (7c, 10b); Romans 1:1–7; 
Matthew 1:18–24 . 

 When King Ahaz and the people of southern Israel were under 
attack, the king sought help from a foreign power. The prophet Isaiah 
told him to trust in God instead. Isaiah even offered proof of God’s 
protection, but the king refused it. Ahaz probably suspected that if he 
trusted in God, his life would change in a way he would not like. 
 Like King Ahaz, Joseph found himself in what looked like an im-
possible situation. Even if he discreetly divorced Mary, everyone would 
find out why. Unlike King Ahaz, however, when Joseph is given the 
chance to entrust himself to God’s plan, he takes it. He bravely brings 
his betrothed into his home. By doing so, Joseph fulfills two prophe-
cies. He receives the sign promised to an ancient king, and he incorpo-
rates the unborn child of the virgin into his family line, the line of King 
David. 
 Although Ahaz failed to trust in his Lord, God vowed to remain 
with his people. God’s enduring presence takes a startling turn in the 
house of Joseph, for the child is more than a son of David; he is also, 
as St. Paul writes, “Son of God in power.” The child is Emmanuel, 
God living in the midst of his people as one of his people. 
 Yet this child belongs not only to Jews, but to everyone. And every-
one belongs to him. In Jesus, God fulfills his plan of salvation. In Jesus, 
God calls us to entrust ourselves to him, to become holy, and to belong 
to him forever. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800.  Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Scripture quotations from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019. 



Christmas Masses: 
12/24/19 - Vigil of Christmas (Tuesday) 

In the Church  -  4:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm 
12/25/19 - Christmas Day (Wednesday) -  

In the Church  -  10:00 am 
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