
Saint Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church 
Lake Jackson, Texas 

December 2019—January 2020 

God With Us 



12/24/19 - Vigil of Christmas 
 Masses Tue.   4:00 pm Church (Children’s Mass) 
       -Carols at 3:30 pm 
       6:00 pm Church 
       -Carols at 5:30 pm 
       9:00 pm Church 
       -Carols at 8:30 pm 
 
12/25/19 - Christmas Day 
 Masses Wed.  10:00 am Church 
       -Carols at 9:45 am 
 
12/29/19 - Feast of the Holy Family 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/1/20 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
 Vigil (12/31/19) Tue.   5:30 pm 
 Feast  Wed. 10:00 am 
 
1/5/20 - Feast of the Epiphany 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/12/20 - Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule 
 Tue.  5:30 pm  (all except 12/24) 
 Wed.  8:30 am (all except 12/25) 
 Thu.  5:30 pm 
 Fri.   8:30 am 
 
Confession Times 
 Tue.  5:00 pm (all except 12/24) 
 Sat.  4:00 pm 

Christmas Season Calendar 
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The Christmas Season 
 The season of Advent, the period of joyful preparation and ex-
pectation for the commemoration of the coming of the Lord and his 
kingdom, ends on Christmas Eve.  The Church then begins the cel-
ebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 The Christmas season begins at dusk on December 24 and con-
tinues until nightfall on January 13, the Feast of the Baptism of Our 
Lord.  The short liturgical season of Winter Ordinary Time follows 
and spans the time until the day before Ash Wednesday. 
 Beginning as early as October, we have observed the prema-
ture onset of the Christmas season in stores.  Each year the shop-
ping season seems to originate at an earlier and earlier date, now 
even beginning before Halloween.  Store hours grow longer and 
the inevitable countdown of the number of shopping days until 
Christmas is ever present in the media.  The incredible frenetic de-
mands on our time because of decorating, acquiring gifts, prepar-
ing for Christmas guests, traveling, and parties dominates our cal-
endars and our focus.  All of this can tend to divert our attention 
away from a prayerful preparation and remaining grounded in the 
true meaning of this season. 
 For the faithful, Christmas should always be a celebration of 
the birth of the Savior.  It is a time we hold sacred because it is 
primarily about the arrival of Our Lord, who came to become one 
of us and redeem us.  In this feast of his Incarnation, we celebrate 
the mystery of God becoming man, so that human beings could 
share in the life of God. 
 During this season, we retell some of our most cherished sto-
ries which are deep in symbolism and meaning.  Jesus was laid in a 
manger, a food trough for animals; he becomes spiritual food for 
the whole world.  The three gifts of the Magi represent Christ’s 
kingship (gold), his priesthood (frankincense), and his humanity 
(myrrh).  It has been suggested that the ox and the ass, present 
at Jesus’ birth, symbolize Jews and Gentiles alike at the trough of 
divine revelation.   
 When Mary and Joseph were seeking shelter in vain for Mary to 
deliver her son, no one would welcome them into their home.  
Bringing this search into present day, we need to ask that of each 
and every one of us: “Will I invite Christ into my heart and home 
and make him welcome?” 
 The angels sang to the shepherds a song of joy and peace.  
The shepherds responded by seeking out the Baby Jesus and then 
spreading the good news of his birth.  The Magi traveled a great 
distance to witness and recognize the arrival of a new king.  Their 
search showed the importance of Christ for the whole world, not 
just the people of Israel.  While the magi sought the truth by fol-
lowing a star, the Church seeks truth through its pursuit of the 
Word of God.  It now falls on us to continue the never-ending proc-
lamation of Jesus’ arrival, God’s saving work for his creation. 
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 Only the Gospels of Matthew and Luke provide stories 
of the birth of Jesus. They have two different perspectives, 
while Luke presents Jesus as the universal Savior of hu-
mankind and centers his account on Mary as the ideal dis-
ciple, Matthew focuses on Jesus as the longed-for Jewish 
messiah and centers on Joseph as the faithful and obedi-
ent righteous Jew who obeys God’s every revelation. It is 
quite obvious that Matthew and Luke were not copying 
each other in compiling their respective infancy narratives. 
Nevertheless they do share some common details. Both 
have an angel revealing the divine plan, to Joseph in Mat-
thew and to Mary in Luke. Both state that the child will be 
born of the house (dynasty) of David in Bethlehem, that 
his name will be Jesus, and that these events will occur 
while Herod the Great is King of Judea (37 B.C.-4B.C.). 
Both agree that Mary is pregnant, and there is no human 
father. 
 The truth that the Gospel of Matthew reveals through 
Jesus’ birth is that he is the long awaited Messiah of an-
cient Israel and the Son of God. To substantiate this, Mat-
thew’s genealogy explains who Jesus is. He is son of David 
and Son of Abraham (1:1-17) as son of David, Jesus is 
descended from the line of the Davidic Messiah; as son of 
Abraham he is of both Gentile and Jewish origin. Matthew 
then explains how Jesus is son of David (1:18-25). Since 
Jesus cannot be a biological descendent of David through 
Joseph, for Mary is pregnant by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Matthew invokes a Jewish custom. When a father 
names a child, he accepts that child as a gift from God, 
and the child receives title to the inheritance of the father. 
Since Joseph is not the biological father of Jesus, when he 
names the child, he adopts him into his own Davidic herit-
age. Thus Jesus becomes an adopted son of David 
 Just as King David came from Bethlehem and was 
anointed king there by the prophet Samuel, so now Jesus 
is born in Bethlehem for he is a descendant of the house 
of David. Just as the people of Israel went to Egypt to be 
saved from starvation, now in Matthew the Holy Family 
flees to Egypt to be saved from death at the hands of Her-
od. 

The Infancy Narratives in Matthew 
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 From the outset of Matthew’s story Jesus is simultane-
ously “Son of David” and “Son of Abraham.” The first, 
“Son of David,” clearly establishes him in the line of Is-
rael’s most famous king and most important royal lineage. 
That Jesus is Davidic in origin guarantees that he has the 
right credentials to fulfill Israel’s hope for a messiah. In 
first century Judaism messianic expectations among Jews 
had largely centered on the Davidic line. Matthew reminds 
his readers throughout his story about Jesus’ Davidic line-
age. Applying the title “son of Abraham” to Jesus on Mat-
thew’s part is a little more subtle; Abraham of course was 
originally a Gentile who became Israel’s father in faith.  
More important was God’s promise to Abraham that he 
would become the father of the nations of the earth, a pic-
ture of a universal family all united in God’s love. Matthew 
views Jesus as the fulfillment of this vision. In Jesus, “Son 
of Abraham,” all will be welcomed into God’s kingdom. 
Paradoxically, this thoroughly Jewish messiah of unques-
tionable Jewish background will be the means of bringing 
the Gentiles into God’s kingdom bringing full circle the 
promise God made to Abraham. 
 The Gospel of Matthew answers important questions 
about Jesus. Who is Jesus and where does he come from 
and where will he go? It responds to these questions by 
making use of Old Testament prophetic texts.  Matthew 
answers the question: who is Jesus with the prophecy of 
Isaiah 7:14 which states that a child would be born who 
would be a sign of God’s presence with his people. The 
child’s name is Emmanuel “God with us.” For Matthew, Je-
sus is Emmanuel.  Matthew addresses the question where 
Jesus was born 2:1-12. His response is: in Bethlehem the 
place where David was anointed king so now Jesus is yet 
another anointed one of God (the Messiah). To further 
substantiate this, Matthew quotes the prophet Micah as 
revealing a ruler will come from Bethlehem (2:6).  Finally, 
Matthew shows whence (from where) Jesus will go (2:13-
23). Through the hostility of Jewish authorities, the infant 
Jesus will become an exile in Egypt; later to return and 
dwell in Nazareth. The same religious authorities who 
were hostile at Jesus’ birth instigate his crucifixion, but 
Jesus returns in the resurrection. The infancy narratives 
are the Gospels in miniature. 

The Infancy Narratives in Matthew (cont.) 
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Welcome God’s Love into the World 

God the Father, 
Creator of all that lives and loves, this day you give of yourself. 
Your Son, the Word made flesh, has come into the world; 
this day your Son is welcomed with great joy. 
May we who have awaited his coming, who have prepared our hearts 
with anticipation, grow in love and service, as we share that joy, that 
welcome, and that presence with our families, our communities, and 
the world. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Incarnate Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 
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Wednesday, December 25, 2019 
Boundless Joy 

Today’s Readings (Mass during the Night): Isaiah 9:1–6; Psalm 96:1–2, 2–3, 11–12, 13; 
Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14. 

 
 The news of our Savior’s birth cannot be contained.  Eve-
ry reading is bursting with joy at this ultimate Good News: 
Rejoice! Exult!  Make merry! Announce to the world and pro-
claim to all people!  We have been preparing for this day.  
Even as we prepared in joy, there was something holding us 
back, but no longer.  The darkness no longer appears dark, 
for the light has come, and it is a light brighter than any oth-
er. 
 The readings for today tell us that there was “no room in 
the inn,” but the news of a wondrous birth is spread by an-
gels and shepherds.  The Savior has come into the world, 
heaven and earth rejoice.  It is as if the entire world lets 
loose unbounded joy. 
 How can we both celebrate and spread this joy today?  
The shepherds did not just hear the announcement of the 
angels, they gathered their flocks and traipsed together to 
find this simple new family and welcome the infant, with 
both silent awe and joyful sharing of the news. May this 
Christmas find us eager to celebrate and spread the news 
with exaltation, silent awe, sharing good news and kindness, 
and looking for Christ in all families and situations of the 
day.  Our abundant joy cannot be contained. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800.  Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Scripture quotations from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019. 
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Families 

God our Father, 
we first encounter you in the love of our families, and we give thanks 
for those who have loved us. 
Yet no earthly family is perfect. 
All need your grace. 
We pray especially for struggling families: for single-parent house-
holds, for absent parents and their children, for grandparents raising 
grandchildren, for foster parents and for orphans, and for those with 
no one left to care for them.  
Bring us into your one eternal family, a family filled with your peace.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 
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Sunday, December 29, 2019 
Perfecting Our Bonds 

Today’s Readings: Sirach 3:2–6, 12–14; Psalm 128:1–2, 3, 4–5; Colossians 3:12–21 or 
3:12–17; Matthew 2:13–15, 19–23.  

 
 Today we reflect on the many meanings of family.  Our 
first reading elaborates on the Fourth Commandment: 
“Honor your father and mother.”  In cultures that prize 
youthfulness and autonomy, the aged seem like burdens or 
even reminders of our mortality.  This passage enjoins us to 
respect and treasure our parents and elders.  Acting other-
wise offends our heavenly Father. 
 Joseph and Mary modeled the holiness God wanted for 
his people. Jesus’ parents could not have guided their son in 
holiness had they themselves not been open to God’s love 
and guidance. Today we hear especially how Joseph modeled 
parental love. When his family was in danger, he fled to a 
foreign land in order to protect them. By protecting Mary and 
Jesus, Joseph ultimately protected the much larger family of 
God. 
 During his ministry, Jesus formed a new family. This fam-
ily is open to everyone and is based not on one’s ancestry 
but on love and faith in Jesus. St. Paul describes the behav-
ior of those who belong to this family in words that are in-
spiring and heart-warming. Members of God’s family are 
people of peace and gratitude who treat one another with 
the same love God has shown them. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800.  Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Scripture quotations from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019. 
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Gentle and Loving 

 Loving God, who is revealed through the simple birth of 
your Son Jesus, in the gentle and loving touch of Mary and the 
secure and protecting touch of Joseph, help us to know you 
this day. 
 May our lives find a home with you, and our families be 
secure under your protection.  May the blessings of home, 
parents, family, and community be a spark of new life and 
profound love. 
 We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 
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Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
Treasure and Ponder in Your Heart 

Today’s Readings: Numbers 6:22–27; Psalm 67:2–3, 5, 6, 8; Galatians 4:4–7;  
Luke 2:16–21. 

 
 Mary pondered the words of the shepherds in her heart. 
With Joseph, she understood the message the angel an-
nounced as one of God’s love coming into the world. In every 
family, in every culture, the message of love in the birth of a 
child is a reflection of the greatest love of God joining our 
humanity as the infant Jesus. As St. Paul reminds us in his 
Letter to the Galatians, we are not just children of God — we 
are God’s heirs. 
 The readings today are a blessing as we begin to under-
stand the depth of the love of God at the birth of Mary’s 
child. Mary shares Jesus’ birth with more than Joseph and 
the shepherds and others who drop by. Mary becomes our 
mother, too, as she accepts giving birth in a stable on the 
edge of town, and as she welcomes the curious onlookers 
and the revelry of shepherds. As we reflect on our blessings, 
and treasure them in our hearts, may our celebrations in 
turn be a welcome to others to share in our joy. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800.  Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Scripture quotations from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019. 
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Make Us Magi 

Lord of heaven and earth, having made known your plan of 
salvation, 
you now send us to live and share the Gospel. 
To those who yearn to penetrate the darkness and to walk by 
your light, make us Magi.  
Make us people who testify to the light, who stand fast in the 
face of fear and hostility, who bow down in your presence,  
and who set our gifts before you. 
Make us Magi.  Make us resolute witnesses, living signs, and 
true worshippers. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 
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Sunday, January 5, 2020 
We Must Be Magi 

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 60:1–6; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 10–11, 12–13; Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5
–6; Matthew 2:1–12. 

 

 Today we hear how God’s light will radiate from his sacred 
city, Jerusalem, drawing to it the eyes and then the people of 
every nation on earth. Jews scattered during foreign invasions 
will return to their homeland. Gentiles, including kings, will 
join them, bringing incense to burn and animals to offer. They 
will build up the Temple and praise the Lord, the one true 
God. 
 The Magi were Gentiles who looked up and saw a great 
light. They set forth toward it, bringing gifts to offer, but their 
path did not lead to Jerusalem. It led instead to Bethlehem, a 
tiny village. No one at all joined them. The small house they 
entered was nothing like the Temple. And the only king they 
encountered, King Herod, wanted the star they followed to 
darken and disappear. 
 Nevertheless, when the Magi presented their gifts and 
prostrated themselves, the prophecy of our first reading be-
gan to be fulfilled. In humble surroundings, God’s plan of sal-
vation was at last revealed. This plan did not unfold in the 
way people expected, but then God usually fulfills his promis-
es in ways that startle and even frighten us.  
 Despite the fear and hostility they encountered, the Magi 
followed the light and venerated the Lord. We must be like 
them. We must be Magi. We must move toward the light, 
bearing witness and paying homage to the Lord who has come 
among us. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800.  Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Scripture quotations from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019. 
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Baptism 

God our Father, giver of life,  
your Son immersed himself in the human condition. 
By becoming one with us he made it possible  
for us to become one with you. 
By Baptism you free us from sin, recreate us, 
and empower us with your Spirit. 
As we strive to live as members of Christ’s Body, 
lead us steadily along the path of holiness. 
Cleanse us from the sins that still stain us. 
Enliven the flame of faith within us. 
Keep us attentive to your Word. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 
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Sunday, January 13, 2019 
Anointed Ones 

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7; Psalm 29:1–2, 3–4, 3, 9–10 (11b); 
Acts 10:34–38; Matthew 3:13–17. 
 

 The baptism John performed was a sign of the new era to 
come, but John himself could not bring about that new era. 
That power belonged to God’s Son. Recognizing this, John 
does not want to baptize the one who is so much greater 
than he, but Jesus insists. Despite the power he has, Jesus 
acts humbly. He enters into solidarity with the sinners he has 
come to save. 
 By submitting to John’s baptism, Jesus “fulfills all right-
eousness”—that is, he carries out God’s plan of salvation, a 
plan foretold in passages such as in our First Reading. God 
speaks through Isaiah to declare that he will grasp the hand 
of his servant, whom he has chosen for a special purpose. In 
the Second Reading, we again hear this language of election 
as Peter speaks of Jesus as God’s anointed one. 
 In the ancient world, priests, prophets, and kings were 
anointed to show that God chose them for that role. The title 
Christ is from the Greek word for “anointed one.” Messiah is 
the Hebrew term. The descent of God’s Spirit upon Jesus and 
the words pronounced by God at Jesus’ baptism reveal that 
Jesus is God’s chosen one. 
 At our Baptism, we were incorporated into Christ’s Body, 
empowered by God’s Spirit, and anointed to act like Christ as 
priests, prophets, and kings. God calls us to worship, to pro-
claim the Gospel, and to work alongside his Son until he 
brings about the fullness of his kingdom. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800.  Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Scripture quotations from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019. 



 16 


