
Saint Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church 
Lake Jackson, Texas 

December 2020 



11/29/20 - First Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 10:00 am 
 
12/6/20 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 10:00 am 
 
12/8/20 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 Mass  Tue.  8:30 am 
    Tue.  5:30 pm 
 
12/12/20 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Mass  Sat.  8:30 am 
 
12/13/20 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 10:00 am 
 
12/20/20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 10:00 am 
 
12/24/20 - Vigil of Christmas 
 Masses Thu.   4:00 pm Church 
       6:00 pm Church 
       9:00 pm Church 
 
12/25/20 - Christmas Day 
 Mass  Fri.  10:00 am Church 
 
 

Advent & Christmas Season Calendar 
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12/27/19 - Feast of the Holy Family 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 10:00 am 
 
1/1/20 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
 Masses Thu.(12/31) 5:30 pm 
    Fri.(1/1)  10:00 am 
 
1/3/20 - Feast of the Epiphany 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 10:00 am 
 
1/10/20 - Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 10:00 am 
 
 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule 
 
 Every Tuesday. thru Friday  8:30 am  
 Except no 8:30 a.m. Mass on: 
  Friday. Dec. 25 
  Friday, Jan. 1 
 
 
 
Advent Confession Opportunities 
 
 Offered every day in Advent from 11/30 thru 12/23 
  Mondays thru Fridays    5:00 pm 
  Saturdays       4:00 pm 
  Not Offered on Sundays 
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The following is a partial compilation of online resources.  To access 
these, go to:  http://www.smlj.org/advent-resources  

Advent Brochure—(This publication)  (Online & brochure) 

Advent Wreath—From our St. Michael’s website (www.smlj.org), this 
resource will help you understand the Advent wreath, ways to build 
one in your home, and how to celebrate the devotion.  (Online & 
brochure) 

Jesse Tree—From our St. Michael’s website (www.smlj.org), this re-
source will help you understand the Jesse tree, ways of assembling 
one in your home, detailed information on the symbols, and how to 
celebrate the devotion.  (Online & brochure) 

“O” Antiphons—From our St. Michael’s website (www.smlj.org), this 
resource will help you understand the “O” Antiphons, which are 
prayed in the seven days preceding Christmas.  (Online & bro-
chure) 

Best Advent Ever—Receive a daily e-mail from Dynamic Catholic 
(Matthew Kelly) containing short inspirational videos, practical tips, 
and more.  (Online) 

Daily Advent Reflections—Sign up for daily e-mails each day of Ad-
vent by Bishop Robert Barron.  (Online) 

Advent Videos—View a half dozen informative videos about the Ad-
vent season.  (Online) 

The Pray More Advent Retreat—Register free for inspiring talks to 
help you prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
Includes video presentations with transcripts and reflective study 
guides.  (Online) 

Advent Information 

Online Resources 

The Advent season is a special time, set aside by Mother Church, for 
us to prepare to celebrate the annual commemoration of the birth of 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  To guide and support us in this journey of 
preparation, the Advent Sundays and special devotions are available 
for our spiritual enrichment. 
Resources are available in the form of brochures and online web con-
tent.  Visit our parish website for more information: 
http://www.smlj.org/advent  
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 We develop our sense of identity, purpose, 
security and belonging largely from our families 
and often through a family tree.  Jesus also has a 
family tree, which is called a Jesse Tree.  In the 
Advent tradition of the Jesse tree we trace Jesus’ 
family history and learn about the love of God for 
us as revealed through real-life ancestors of Je-
sus.  A Jesse Tree is decorated with symbols 
which mark the journey from the birth of man to 

the birth of Christ and represent the ancestral characters and major 
events depicted in the bible. 
 For more information, go to:  www.smlj.org/jesse-tree  

The Advent Wreath 
 The Advent wreath is part of our long-
standing Catholic tradition. By the Middle Ages, 
Christians were using Advent wreathes as part 
of their spiritual preparation for Christmas, both 
in churches and in homes.   
 For more information about the Advent 
Wreath and how to celebrate this Advent devo-
tion in your home, pick up a copy of the Advent 
Wreath brochure or go to our parish website at:  
www.smlj.org/advent-wreath . 

The Jesse Tree 

“O” Antiphons 

The “O Antiphons” refer to the seven antiphons that are recited (or 
chanted) on each day of the special period of Advent preparation 
known as the Octave before Christmas.  This period runs from Dec. 17 
through Dec. 23. 
The importance of “O Antiphons” is twofold: Each one highlights a title 
for the Messiah and each one refers to a prophecy of Isaiah of the com-
ing of the Messiah.  
 For more information, go to:  www.smlj.org/o-antiphons  



  6 

Attentive Waiting 

 O God, you are the maker of heaven and earth, the potter who 
fashioned all of creation.  Come and rouse our hearts from despair 
and fill us with the light of faith as we await your return. 
 Grant us patient perseverance during this period of waiting so 
that, having been enriched by Christ Jesus, we may joyfully and 
faithfully live in this world. 
 Keep us vigilant in our daily living.  Wipe away all darkness 
so our hearts may be made holy and pure.  Like our ancestors in 
faith, we cry out to you to come and save us! 
 Filled with hope, we trust that all creation will be made new on 
the day of your return.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Sunday, November 29, 2020 
Prepared by God 

 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 63:16b–17, 19b; 64:2–7; Psalm 80:2–3, 15–16, 18–19; 1 Co-
rinthians 1:3–9; Mark 13:33–37.  
 

 Initially, our First Reading may feel more suited to Lent than Ad-
vent. The prophet declares that God’s people have become so sinful 
they are like dirty rags. They are withered, fallen leaves that are carried 
away by evil. The prophet also notes, however, that the people are the 
work of God’s hands. They are God’s children. He cries out for God 
to intervene, to rescue the people from their sin. 
 Only God can deliver people from evil, but we nonetheless have a 
role in withstanding it. The fullness of God’s kingdom began with the 
birth of Christ, but we await its completion. As we wait for Christ’s re-
turn, we, like the servants in the Gospel passage, have work to do. We 
must resist sin and pursue holiness with unfailing, tireless devotion. 
Every moment of our lives is an opportunity to show Christ that we are 
not only watching for his return, we are eagerly awaiting it. Our words 
and actions show Christ that we desire the kingdom he brings. 
 Our heavenly Father comes to our aid, as the ancient prophet cried 
out for him to do. God has given us countless spiritual gifts to resist sin 
and to keep us steadfast until his Son’s return. As we bless our Advent 
wreaths today, we ask God to make them signs of his blessings upon us 
and reminders of the light we must bear within us until Christ vanquish-
es the darkness forever. 

© 2020 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on April 10, 2020.  
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The Path 

God of power and might, 

you sent the prophets Elijah, Isaiah, and John the Baptist 

to call your people to the path of righteousness. 

When we wander off, you seek us out and lead us back. 

Guide us onto the right path. 

Remove the obstacles that block our way. 

Strengthen us to continue forward in faith and hope. 

Protect us from all that endangers us. 

Compel us to support each other when we stumble or falter. 

Help us to walk the path of holiness more quickly every day 

until we are running with joy into your kingdom. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Hasten the Day 

 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11; Psalm 85:9–10, 11–12, 13–14; 2 Peter 3:8–14; 
Mark 1:1–8 .  
 

 All three readings today urge us to participate in the completion of 
God’s reign. God tells Isaiah to speak words of consolation. God’s peo-
ple had sinned, and as a result they had been defeated by a foreign na-
tion and scattered from their homeland. God declares that he has for-
given them and is bringing them safely back. The glorious restoration 
of God’s people, however, will only be possible if they turn back to 
God and undertake the journey home. 
 John the Baptist declares that the Lord’s day is coming whether 
people want it to or not, but he also insists that people can prepare 
themselves for it. They can acknowledge their sins so as to receive 
God’s mercy and be empowered by God’s Spirit when the Lord 
comes. 
 Remarkably, in our Second Reading, we are told not only to pre-
pare, but that by striving to live as holy, faithful people, we bring God’s 
kingdom closer to completion. For those who wonder why Christ has 
not yet returned in glory, St. Peter replies that God is giving us time to 
repent. The more quickly we allow God’s Spirit to work within us, the 
sooner God will transform our world. We depend on God for “new 
heavens and a new earth,” but when God sees that we are preparing 
ourselves and helping others to prepare for this transformation, he will 
hasten the day of his Son’s return. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 
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Hail Mary 

Hail Mary, full of grace,, 
The Lord is with thee. 

Blessed are you among women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
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Tuesday,  
December 8, 2020 

Mary’s “Yes” 
 

Today’s Readings:  
Genesis 3:9-15,20; Psalm 98;  

Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12; Luke 1:26-38. 
 

 The name of today’s feast, the 
Immaculate Conception, refers to 
Mary being conceived without orig-
inal sin.  God prepared her from 
her first moment of life for the sin-
gular honor of bearing his only be-
gotten Son into the world, playing 
an indispensable role in redeeming 

humankind, even all of creation.  Within Mary, God finds the perfect 
human partner in bringing about his plan of redemption, in which God 
himself takes on human flesh to truly be “God with us” in the person of 
Jesus. 
 The Angel Gabriel came to Mary and greeted her with the words 
“Hail Mary”, she was troubled and did not understand the meaning of 
the visit or the greeting.  The angel told Mary that she had found favor 
with God and that she would conceive and bear a son, who shall be 
named Jesus.  Mary replied in doubt how this could happen since she 
had no relations with a man.  The angel then explained that the Holy 
Spirit would overshadow her, therefore the child to be born would be 
called holy, the Son of God. 
 After the angel explained to Mary that nothing was impossible with 
God, she proclaimed her agreement to do God’s will, “Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your 
word.” 
 Mary’s response of “Yes” was an amazing act of faith for a very 
young, unmarried woman who knew that the path she accepted would 
be filled with uncertainty.  Her response of “Yes” is a model to all of us 
as to how we should respond to what God asks of us.  May our Advent 
journey help prepare us to be willing disciples of Christ in our world. 



 12 

God, our faithful Lord, 

you accomplish your will in all things. 

We await the fulfillment of your promises. 

We long for the fullness of your kingdom, 

and that longing is our ceaseless prayer. 

Until the advent of that glorious day, 

lift up our hearts in unwavering joy. 

Show us the light that has already come into our world, 

so that we may give you thanks in all that we do. 

Keep us holy and blameless 

as we undertake works of justice and promote peace, 

so that others may see and hear and know your goodness, 

and be drawn to your light. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Longing 



 13 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 

Sunday, December 13, 2020 
Expectations 

 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 61:1–2a, 10–11; Luke 1:46–48, 49–50, 53–54; 1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:16–24; John 1:6–8, 19–28 . 
 

 St. Paul tells the Christians in Thessalonica to discern carefully 
whether a word or action is truly from God, but he also warns them not 
to oppose the action of God’s Spirit simply because it is new or unfa-
miliar to them. A few decades earlier some people wondered if John 
the Baptist was acting according to God’s Spirit. They questioned him 
thoroughly, but despite John’s testimony, they refused to believe that 
God had sent him. They did not rejoice in his words because John did 
not fit their expectations. 
 Although the words of our First Reading are beautiful and compel-
ling, some people did not believe this prophecy because their experi-
ence was very different. The prophet describes the glorious restoration 
of Israel, but decades of ruin made the fulfillment of that promise seem 
remote. People struggled to rejoice in the prophet’s words. 
 When God doesn’t meet our expectations, we struggle to rejoice, 
too. We may question what, if anything, God is doing. As we light the 
pink candle of our Advent wreath, we ask God to permeate our dark-
ness, especially our perplexed hearts. We ask God to help us see all 
that God is doing and wants to do through us. We also ask God to help 
us meet his expectations for us: expectations that we will always seek his 
light and rejoice and give thanks in the light we will find. 
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Waiting 

God of wisdom and strength, we await you.  

Like David, we await your prophetic guidance  

and the peace you promise.  

Like Mary, we await the liberation of all people  

and the fullness of your kingdom.  

Do not keep us waiting.  

Deliver us from hatred, ignorance, and apathy.  

Bring us your justice and your healing.  

Give us your wisdom, compassion, and courage.  

Show us your light.  

We await you, for you alone can save us.  

Come quickly, Lord! Do not delay. We await you.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Favored Ones 

 
Today’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; Romans 
16:25–27; Luke 1:26–38  
 

 God chose David, the youngest son in his family and a mere shep-
herd, to be king. David was a skilled and competent leader, but he was 
also devout. As he acknowledges all that God has done for him, he ex-
presses his wish to do some-thing for God, namely, to build God a tem-
ple. God replies that he needs no such favors from David. God then 
elevates the king still further by promising that David’s descendants 
would rule over Israel forever.  
 Mary, an insignificant woman from a Galilean village, would never 
have imagined how much God would favor her. She does not think 
there is anything important she could do for God, but the angel assures 
her that there is. Though startled and hesitant, Mary accepts God’s will. 
She is ultimately elevated even above King David. She both bears 
God’s Son and becomes part of the new era that this long-awaited de-
scendant of David brings about.  
 We are God’s favored ones, too. God strengthens us to live de-
voutly. He speaks to us in the law and the prophets and now also in the 
letters of the Apostles and in the Gospels. He sent his Son to reveal his 
extraordinary love. The love of God is a mystery that broadens and 
deepens the more we enter into it. We are surrounded and uplifted by 
this endless love. God invites us to bear that love in the world so that all 
will know his grace and favor. 

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell.  
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27,  2019 



Christmas Masses: 
12/24/20 (Thursday) - Vigil of Christmas  

In the Church  -  4:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm 
12/25/20  (Friday) - Christmas Day -  

In the Church  -  10:00 am 
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